
 

The First Baptist Church 

In Essex 

10 Prospect St. 

Essex, CT 06426 

 

(860) 767-8623 

 

www.fbcinessex.org 
Items appearing in this 

newsletter may also be 

viewed on the website  

shown above. 

 

Would you like to help provide poinsettias for the decoration of the sanctuary during the holidays?   Please use 

the form below: 

Name__________________   Number ordered @ $8.00 each _______ 

Color(s)  ___ Red   ___ White  ___ Pink   After Christmas: 

__ to honor  ___________________________                     ___ I will take my poinsettia home 

__ in celebration of ______________________                   ____ Please deliver mine to a shut in person 

__ in memory of ________________________     

Please make checks payable to Bertha Deming 

Place this form and your payment in the offering plate by December 7
th
. 
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Walk with Me .   .   .          Pastor Michael Crane 
  

Here’s how it all began.  I was up in Chester at the Hunger Walk a few weeks ago and as the 

walk began, Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg offered a prayer for all of us.  The walk was only a two or four 

mile effort, but I remember thinking that I had to be sure to tell the Rabbi that I became just a little 

nervous as she prayed because the last time one of her people prayed at the beginning of a walk, they 

wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  Now, I wasn’t really nervous, I just meant to tease her a little 

and thought it was a clever thing to say.  After the walk was over and we were all standing around  with 

refreshments in hand, I encountered the Rabbi and shared this clever rejoinder with her.  This is what 

happens when I go places by myself with no one to stop me.   She listened to my cleverness,  and  then 

with a wisdom far beyond clever, she said, “My people?  I believe I saw you there too, Michael!”   

What a generous response!  While my words drew a line between us – hers offered to include me in her 

experience.  I couldn’t help but feel that if I had been there at all, after a comment like the one I had 

made, I was probably an Egyptian and therefore an oppressor.    It wasn’t a feeling I liked.  

 Recently I’ve been listening to an audio book on my mp3 player.  The name of the book is Jesus 

Wants to Save Christians by Rob Bell and Don Golden.  Consider what I’ve said in the previous 

paragraph in the light of these words from Bell and Golden’s book:  

“So when Moses tells the people at Sinai to prepare themselves and then leads them out of the camp 

to meet with God, this is about way more than a group of wilderness wanderers gathering for a 

message from the heavens, this is about humanity estranged from its maker.  This is about the primal 

distance that exists between the divine and the human, the gap deep in the soul of humanity. Sinai is 

an answer to God’s question to Adam, “Where are you?” This moment at Sinai is about the reversal 

of the consequences of Eden.  Sinai is the breaking of the silence. God is near, God is about to speak.  

Now it is believed that this is the only faith tradition in human history that has as its central event a 

God speaking to a whole group of people all at one time.  It simply never happened in the history of 

the world.  And it happens in the wilderness which has global implications- because the Sinai event 

happened in the wilderness and not  in the midst of a nation, a city or a province where someone 

could make ownership claims, it was understood that it was for all the people of the world. 



 So yes, I was there, even if I was speaking with an Egyptian accent.   

I still  didn’t like the feeling.  And then a couple of mornings ago I woke 

up to the news that a couple of white supremacists had been caught in the 

act of planning an assassination attempt on Presidential candidate Barack 

Obama.  These were people who had drawn a line between themselves and 

others who in some superficial way were different from themselves.  

Meanwhile God’s message at Sinai was intended to include all of us.   

 This “gap deep in the soul of humanity” relative to the distance 

between the divine and the human shows up wherever we draw those lines 

between ourselves and another.  Recently in worship we sang a song 

called, I Love You with the Love of the Lord.  Some of the words are, “I 

can see in you the glory of my God.”     May God give us the eyes for such 

a vision – because we were  (and are) all there,  wandering together in the 

wilderness.   

 Pastor Michael  

 

WATCH, COMFORT, STRAIGHTEN, SUBMIT 

The four words above will shape our worship times together during Advent 

this year.  The scriptures leading us to these words are listed below: 

November 30 and December 3   -  Mark 13:24-37  WATCH 

December 7 and December 10 – Isaiah 40:1-11      COMFORT 

December 14 and December 17 – John 1:1-8,19-28 STRAIGHTEN 

December 21 and December 24 -  Luke 1:47-55      SUBMIT 

 

On the Wednesday evenings noted above we invite you to gather in the 

sanctuary between 6:30 and 8:00 P.M. for music, prayer and meditation. 

 

 

                

 

 

 

Wrapping Up 

The Fishwrap 
 

In Spring of 2008 several 

members of First Baptist 

Church in Essex began 

planning for an alternative 

worship experience.  We 

settled on Friday evenings 

believing that people 

coming into town for a 

weekend might find that  

worshiping on Friday 

evening would allow them 

the rest of the weekend 

for rest and re-creation.  

We also hoped to attract 

those who had to work on 

Sunday mornings or who 

just didn’t want the usual 

Sunday experience.  We 

began meeting in mid July.  

After meeting through the 

end of October we have 

concluded that this worship 

time is not meeting the 

needs we anticipated.  We 

ask that you pray with us 

as we consider new 

approaches to an 

alternative worship time 

after the first of the 

year.  If you have ideas or 

desire to be a part of our 

planning please speak to 

Robin Hawkes or Pastor 

Michael.   

 

Thanks to Robin Hawkes, 

Phil and Liz Halsall, Sean 

and Tina Spencer, Mary 

Ann Blank, Lisa Laing and 

Valerie Crane for their 

good work and  faithful 

efforts. 

 



 

Christian Education Page(s) 

by Valerie Crane 

 

Christian Education Update:  Many thanks to our teachers who have been faithfully working with our 

children and youth each Sunday.   If you have an interest in working with preK-2
nd

 grade, middle school 

students (4-7
th

 grade), or high school students on a regular or substitute basis, please talk to Valerie Crane.   We 

will especially need help in late spring when two of our current teachers will be out on maternity leave!!   

We are in the process of going through the Adult Christian Education Surveys which were completed.  We were 

grateful to have a couple of volunteers who are willing to lead an adult class; now we need to see if we can find 

times and dates that will work for as many people as possible.  If you have an idea or suggestion for an adult 

class, please talk to Valerie or Michael Crane. 

In the meantime, Pastor Crane will be leading a book study on “Jesus Wants to Save Christians.”  You can look 

at a copy of the book during the coffee time; times and dates will be determined by those who are interested in 

discussing the book. 

Many thanks to Liz Halsall for coordinating the Harvest Fest!  We had about 14 children and 10 adults eating, 

playing games, and talking.  A special thank you to Liz Luong, Matt Morin and Phil Halsall for putting together 

the infamous “web” 

The Advent Craft Workshop will take place on Sunday, November 30
th
 right after the service.  A light lunch 

will be served and an array of crafts will be available for you to make and take home.   What a great way to end 

the Thanksgiving weekend! 

The Christmas Pageant will take place on Sunday, December 21
st
.  The rehearsal for the pageant will be on 

Saturday, Dec. 20
th

 from 9-11 a.m.  All children are invited to be in the pageant.  If your child/grandchildren are 

unable to attend the rehearsal, but would like to participate, please talk with Mary Ann Blank.   

World Mission Conference:   September 19-21st, 2008 was when “The World came to Connecticut!”  In the 

past, the American Baptist World Mission Conference took place for one week in  Green Lake, Wisconsin.  I 

had the opportunity to attend the conference many years ago; it was a wonderful experience, but it was a 

considerable distance and costly.  So, when I heard about the World Mission Conference coming to 

Connecticut, I couldn’t pass up the chance to go.   

There were 9 of us who went from First Baptist in Essex – four youth and five adults.  I attended two 

workshops that focused on Christianity in the Middle East.  One of the speakers was Hanna Massad who spoke 

at our church in October about life in Gaza.  The other workshop introduced us to a “SAT 7” – an exciting way 

that the gospel is being introduced into even very closed societies in the Middle East as well as countries in 



Northern Africa.   Although Christianity may be prohibited in some of these countries, the gospel is being heard 

via satellite T.V.  Unlike the USA, one just needs to put up a satellite dish, point it in the right direction, and 

presto!  - hundreds of channels are at your fingertips.  There is a direct  positive correlation to the restrictiveness 

of a society and the number of satellite dishes found in the country.   

SAT 7 is run by an ecumenical board of churches in the Middle East.  Viewers watch their channels because 

they appreciate the positive messages of hope, the children’s programs, the programs targeted towards women’s 

issues, and an opportunity to see what happens in actual church services.   With all the choices viewers have to 

watch, there is something that causes them to stop and watch the SAT 7 programs. The American Baptists play 

a part in this ministry – not in directing or creating programs, but in providing funding, assistance, and 

partnership with the local ecumenical board.  If you are interested in learning more about how God is breaking 

into societies who have banned the gospel, go to www.sat7.org  . 

  

Shoreline Soup Kitchen Holiday Dinners Announced 

  

 

Come and Sing 
Come and Listen 

  to 
Handel’s Messiah 

                    (the Christmas portions) 
 

 Where:  The Noank Baptist Church 
 When:   Performance- November 30 at 7:30 P.M. 

                 Rehearsals – November 16,23,30 from 4-6 P.M.  
 Cost: $10 per singer to help defray performance costs 

 The choir will be accompanied by a chamber orchestra. 
      For more information call the church office (860)536-7129 

 
For some it’s just not Christmas without singing in the Messiah! 

 

 

The Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Pantries welcomes all for  
food and fellowship on Thanksgiving Day and on 
Christmas Day at 1:00 P.M.  at Grace Episcopal Church in 
Old Saybrook, 338 Main Street.   No reservations are 
required.  Please join us for this family oriented day! 

 

LEAF  DAY 

 

November  

22 (rain day  

December  6) 

8:00 A.M.  

 

Bring Rakes,  

Leaf Blowers,  

Etc.  

 

Stay for  

Midgeõs  

Chicken Soup  

Ministers &  Missionaries Thank Offering  

November  30 th  - Our Goal:  $536. 00 

http://www.sat7.org/


 

Visiting Nurses of the Lower Valley  

And 

First Congregational Church of Essex 

Introduce 

 

The Volunteer Telephone Reassurance Program 

 

The Visiting Nurses of the Lower Valley and the First Congregational Church of 

Essex are sponsoring a program open to any resident of the Town of Essex, 

regardless of age, who might benefit by “touching base” with a friendly volunteer 

via telephone.  Volunteers, working in pairs, will initiate telephone calls to two or 

three clients each day at an established convenient time.   

 

If the volunteer in unable to reach the client after several attempts, he/she will call a 

family member, neighbor or friend who has been designated by the program 

participant.  If that person (who has been given a key to the residence) is unable to 

go to the client’s home to check on them, the Essex police department will dispatch 

an officer to the residence.   

 

This type of program has been effectively operated in other communities, and has 

been successful in averting numerous tragedies.  For those individuals who are 

isolated and alone, the volunteer’s voice also provides a bridge to the outside world, 

and the warmth of human contact.   

 

Please join us in the promotion of the program, the identification of those in need, 

and the recruitment of interested volunteers.  For further information, please contact 

Priscilla Munro at the Visiting Nurses at 860-767-0186 or Rev. Mitzi Eilts at  



860- 767-8097. 

 

 

  

To the members of First Baptist in Essex, 
 

As Moderator Pro-tem, I have been involved with leading the Advisory Committee towards a new concept for 

us here at First Baptist which could possibly shape the future of our church here in Essex.  
 

It has become increasingly more evident, that a church our size, to date, is encumbered with far too many 

boards and committees, and we run the risk of burning out our ongoing and continuing staff of volunteers. 

Meetings upon meetings, the seats are filled with the same names, of the same people.  
 
I stood before you two years or so ago, as Chair of the Search Committee, and told you our goal, in searching 

for a Pastor, was not to address the short term objectives that were obvious, but rather to insure that we would 

still be a viable church 150 plus years hence. You supported that position then and I ask for your support in our 

latest endeavor now.  
 
While we are working on this new proposal, and rest assured, nothing is cast in concrete nor is it anymore status 

than “proposal”, we want to inform you that at our May church meeting, we hope to finalize and present our 

position for you approval. 
 

Rather than go into a detailed description, at this point, let me state that at the January, 2009  
     budget meeting, we will elaborate as to the issues we are looking to consider. 
 

Until then, rest assured that the Church Officers and Board Heads are only looking at that which  
will satisfy the current needs as well as those in the future. 
 

Sam Bentley, Moderator Pro-Tem   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 2008                  Pantry Item: Coffee or Hot Cocoa  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30  
 

Dec 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

Susan Origlia, B'day   Brianna Blank, B'day  Advent Meditation 
time in Sanctuary 

6:30 - 8:00 PM 

  Lin Suiter 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

 Christmas Pot Luck 
and Sanctuary 

Decoration 6:00 
P.M.  

    

Advent Craft 
Workshop following 

worship 

      

       
7  

 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

 Deacons 7:00 P.M.  Missionary Society 
1:30 P.M.  

 Rob Hathaway, 
B'day  

Tina Spencer, B'day 

Angel Food Orders 
Due 

  Advent Meditation 
time in Sanctuary 

6:30 - 8:00 PM 

   

       

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

Hannah Johnson, 
B'day 

 Michael Wells, Elisa 
Crane, B'days 

Advent Meditation 
time in Sanctuary 

6:30 - 8:00 PM 

  Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal 9 - 11 

A.M.  

Debbie and Michael 
Wells, Anniversary 

  Quilting Group 6:30 
P.M.  

  Angel Food Pick Up 
at St. Johns 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

      

       
21  

 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

  Nina Stiber, B'day Christmas Day (No 
Choir Rehearsals) 

  

Children's Christmas 
Pageant in Worship 

  Christmas Eve 
Service at 6:30 PM 

Joshua and Sean 
Bochman, B'days 

  

       

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Jan 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

  Adele Ackerman, 
Pamela Burgon 

B'days 

New Year's Day (No 
Choir Rehearsals) 

  

       

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

  Boosters 7:15 P.M.     
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January 2009                         Pantry Item: Stew or Complete Meal Kits 
(just add water)  

>> 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Jan 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

  Adele Ackerman, 
Pamela Burgon 

B'days 

New Year's Day (No 
Choir Rehearsals) 

  

       

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

  Boosters 7:15 P.M.     

       

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

Robert Bochman, 
B'day 

Katrina Arsenault Missionary Society 
1:30 P.M. 

  Spencer and Liz 
Hoadley Anniversary  

Angel Food Orders 
Due 

     A'my Hoadley, B'day 

       

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

Danny Riggio, B'day  Quilting Group 6:30 
P.M.  

  Betty Austin, B'day 

  Deacons at 7:00 
P.M. 

Annual Financial 
Meeting at 7:15 P.M.  

  Angel Food Pick Up 
at St. Johns 

       

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

  Willie Bailey, B'day   Spencer Hoadley II 
B'day 

 

       

Feb 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

 Kathleen Adams 
Setzer B'day 

  Michael and Valerie 
Crane Anniversary 
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February 2009                   Pantry Item: Pasta Meals >> 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Feb 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

 Kathleen Adams 
Setzer B'day 

  Michael and Valerie 
Crane Anniversary 

 

   Boosters at 7:30 
P.M. 

   

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

Michael Johnson, 
B'day 

Gordon Laing, B'day     

   Missionary Society 

1:30 P.M.  

   

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

 Marjorie Murdock, 
B'day  

Quilting Group 6:30 
P.M.  

 Caitlyn Lord, B'day  

Angel Food Orders 
Due 

 Jacob Hoadley, 
B'day 

    

  Deacons at 7:00 
P.M. 

    

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

Amber Arsenault, 
B'day  

David Johnson, Jr. 
B'day 

  Sarah Hollis, B'day  Mark Stiber, B'day Angel Food Pick Up 
at St. Johns 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

      

       

Mar 1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

Irma Nuhn, B'day  Carl Suiter, B'day Ted Luong, B'day  Jeannine 
Wyszkowski, B'day 

 Alex Luong, B'day 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 

      

       

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

Worship at 10:00 
a.m. 
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