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“A historic church in a history-filled community, living its faith into the 21st century.” 
 Recently I had the opportunity to attend an author/meet and greet event at Essex Books down at 

the bottom of Methodist Hill on the circle.  The author was Dean Jacques, Director of Social Services 

for the Town of Essex.  D. Joseph Jacques has written what I believe is a long needed book titled 

Chivalry Now: The Code of Male Ethics.   I call this a needed book because lately I have become 

increasingly aware of what I believe is a growing coarseness  in our culture that is becoming more and 

more difficult to ignore or avoid.  It may be even more difficult to correct.   

 All you have to do is log onto a social networking website like Facebook and follow some of 

the comment streams (especially by some of the younger participants) and you will see that the 

language being used is coarse, raw and, if it were a movie would be rated R (for language).  To be fair, 

no one forces me to look at these comments, but when I have, I have been sometimes shocked and 

sometimes disappointed at what I have found there because of the age or what I understood to be the 

relationship of the person to the Christian faith.  I am a Pastor, and I know that some think that those of 

us who wear that moniker are sheltered, live in ivory towers, and are out of touch with real life.  I can 

assure you that any Pastor doing his/her job is fully in touch with real life and the hurt, anger, 

resentment, betrayal, pain, sorrow, and anguish as well as the joy, exhilaration, and satisfaction our 

lives bring us and the struggle we have to express all of this.   That’s why I’m glad this book was 

written not by a Pastor, but by a social worker.  They, too, see life in all its dimensions. 

 The book asks a simple question: What does it mean to be a man?  In this case we do mean a 

male human being.  This is a question that should be of interest to women as well as men. These men 

you have or may marry.  These men may partner with you in the raising of children.  The code of ethics 

by which these men live will be very important to women.  The way we answer or fail to ask and 

answer that question will contribute to shaping the culture in which we live and raise our children.  In 

suggesting what he believes is the correct answer to that question, Jacques offers what he calls The 

Twelve Trusts as a foundation to a male code of ethics:  Upon my honor .  .  .  

 I will develop my life for the greater good. 

 I will place character above riches, and concern for others above personal wealth. 

 I will never boast but cherish humility instead. 

 I will speak the truth at all times and forever keep my word. 

 I will defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

 I will honor and respect women, and refute sexism in all its guises. 

 I will uphold justice by being fair to all. 

 I will be faithful in love and loyal in friendship. 

 I will abhor scandal and gossip – neither partake  nor delight in them. 

 I will be generous to the poor and to those who need help. 

 I will forgive when asked, that my own mistakes will be forgiven. 

 I will live my life with courtesy and honor from this day forward. 
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Anyone with even a cultural (as opposed to a disciple’s understanding of the Christian faith can see how easily 

these mesh with the teachings of Jesus. 

 

 I am thinking that this might be a good book for us to read together in a book group format.  We would 

do so with this book in one hand and our Bible in the other.  At first I was thinking that we might do this in a 

men’s group, but as I noted, this is a topic that I think should interest women, wives and mothers as well.   

 

 Talk to me – share your thoughts – I’m interested.   

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Michael  

  

 

And while I have your attention .  .  . 
 

 Yes, while I have your attention .   .   . let me try to assure you that you have mine.  Not too long ago 

ABCCONN Executive Minister Judy Allbee sent out an email containing several things congregations wish 

their pastors knew.  These come from Bill Wilson, President of The Center for Congregational Health in 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina.  I’m sure some of you will identify with some of these: 

 

 My life is not easy. I need hope, help and healing most days. The idea that everyone you meet is leading 

a life of quiet desperation applies to the people in your pews more than you seem to know. Some days it 

is all I can do to show up and appear semi-coherent. When you ask me to serve on the reception 

committee without even bothering to ask about my troubled son, don't be surprised when I come up with 

a dozen excuses for declining. It's not because I'm not committed or don't love God. I just need you to 

see me and notice me and my pain.  

   Challenge me. Despite an over-full life, I crave being part of something bigger than I am. Some days it 

seems like you are more interested in playing it safe and drawing a paycheck than speaking boldly on 

behalf of the God of the universe. Please don't make the life of faith sound so trivial. By the way, please 

stop trying to make us all happy. It can't be done and it runs counter to the gospel. Besides, it will kill 

you and stunt my spiritual growth. Invite me to get out of my comfort zone and discover the abundance 

that Jesus talks about in John 10. Push me but always remember point No. 1. 

 Lighten up. The world will not end if we try something new and different. Your inflexibility is not 

congruent with what you tell us about God and his imagination and creativity. We'd like to get out of 

some of our ruts, and we need your leadership to help us think and act differently.  

 If I get to church, please do your part and see to it that things are done well. If I get out of bed on 

Sunday morning, dress the kids, pass up some quiet time with my spouse or come out on a rainy 

Monday night for a committee meeting, please see to it that you have done your part to be prepared, 

professional and organized. Nothing is as discouraging or frustrating as the feeling that ministers take 

for granted that people will just show up, no matter the quality of the program or event. Not true.  

 I'm less and less interested in rote faith. I'm more and more interested in dynamic, world-changing faith. 

Have you noticed that my eyes glaze over when you drone on about budgets, but light up when I have a 

chance to actually touch a life and impact the world? You should pay attention to that. Tell me more 

about the God who transforms life.  
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 Get some therapy or coaching or something. This is not said out of pettiness, but out of genuine love for 

you. You have some blind spots and you are not perfect, so why not ask for help and guidance? You 

would do yourself, family and our church a huge favor by discovering or admitting your flaws and 

working on them. We see them but don't really know how to help you with them. Your authenticity is 

your walking testimony. Thank you for trying to narrow the gap between who you are in the pulpit and 

who you are in the aisle at the grocery. 

 I wish you listened more and talked less. Please, if you hear nothing else, hear this one.  

You could probably add some to this list – but I just want you to know that I have, at least,  heard these. 

 

Annual Outdoor Ecumenical Service 
Our Annual Worship on the Green with several other Essex congregations will see some changes this year. 
Instead of meeting on the Ivoryton Green where shade is  hard to find, and traffic competes with those 
leading worship, we will meet on the Essex Green (where we host our Craft Fair each year).  This year the 
service will be at 9:00 A.M. instead of 9:30, so it should be a little cooler.  I have heard from several folks 
over the last few years concerning the reasons they take that Sunday off, so in keeping with a couple of 
the bullets in the article above, let’s challenge ourselves and lighten up.  One of the other clergy who are 
involved in the planning of this service offers the following about why we do this: 
 

In John’s Gospel, at the Last Supper, Jesus gives a long sermon, called by scholars the “Final Discourse”. 

Much of this is presented as Jesus praying to the Father for those followers he will soon be leaving. Among 

these words Jesus prays that “they may be one, Father, as you and I are one.” (John 17:22) 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. once said that Sunday morning is the most segregated time in America. He was 

referring to racial segregation, but his words could refer to denominational segregation. One need only to drive 

through the Essex community at 10 AM on any Sunday and find the Christian community gathered in seven 

different buildings, worshipping the same God through the same Lord, reciting the same Creed and the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

 

While the core of what we believe and do is so very similar, we are tempted to cling to what is unique to our 

tradition, and even to the place, the building in which we gather. So why would we give up a comfortable place 

and familiar rhythm of worship to gather with other Christians for worship once a year? 

 

We think it is important that we do. First, it seems to be a response to Jesus prayer – that we be one. While we 

don’t think Jesus means we should all become Baptists or Lutherans, but we do think we are called to stand on 

the common ground of our faith, to celebrate what, Who, unites us.. 

 

We are all aware that religion has often been used to separate rather than unite us. Many of us have lived long 

enough to remember that visiting another denominational church was condemned and, God forbid, one would 

chose to marry someone from another denomination. 

 

Those days are largely gone, but the tendency to divide along religious lines is alive and well, and often 

dangerous. We have work to do. We proceed with what we share, a faith in Jesus Christ into whom we are 

baptized, our Scriptures and a belief that the Holy Spirit is present among us here and now “to guide us into the 

truth” (John16:13). We would like to think that it is the Spirit guiding us to gather together once a year. 
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When we come together, we each surrender some of what is precious to our rhythm of worship. We give up that 

space that is sacred to us. But we do so to proclaim what is truly sacred – each other, temples of the Spirit. We 

gather to give praise and thanksgiving to the One who can make us one. We, your pastors, think our coming 

together once a year as the Christian Community of Essex, is in response to the prayer of Jesus. Who knows 

what the Spirit may do?  

 

Correction 

On Sunday, June 20th, during the benediction, the Pastor made reference to a graduate’s designation as 
Magna Cum Laude.  He  made a connection between that Latin phrase and the worship song we sang earlier 
in the service – Jesus Shall Take the Highest Honor.  In academic circles, the highest honor would be Summa 
Cum Laude.  We get the word summit from that same Latin root.   

 

Write to a Camper 
So far we have 9 campers ready for their camping week at Camp Wightman.  It is always fun to get mail when 

you are away from home.  Just a brief note will make a difference in a camper’s day.  Most of our campers are 

veterans at Camp Wightman, but a couple are newbies.  You may write to them at:  Camper’s Name, week 

attending (e.g. Junior High I), Camp Wightman, 207 Coal  Pit Hill Road, Griswold, CT 06351.  Below is a list 

of the campers, the week they will be attending, and the dates they will be there. 

 

Camille Logiudice   Acts 2 (Drama)   July 4-10 

Hannah Johnson   Music, Music, Music   July 4 -10 

Patricia Diley    Junior  High I    July 11-17 

Malissa Morin   Junior High I    July 11-17 

Talia Ward    Junior High I     July 11-17 

Allen Weeks   Tooltime    July 18-24 

Michael Johnson  Tooltime    July 18-24 

Keri Warner   Tooltime    July 18-24 

Matt Morin    Canoe      July 31- August 7 

 

Two others, Elisa Crane and Alexis Weeks will attend First Chinese Baptist Church in San Francisco’s Youth 

Camp (grades 7-12) from August 1-7 at Redwood Glen in Loma Mar, California.  You may write to them at 100 

Wright Drive, Loma Mar, CA 94021. 

                                                                              

 

A Friendly Reminder 
As you prepare for vacation, in addition 

to checking the tire pressure, and 

stopping the mail and newspaper delivery, 

remember that your offerings are still 

needed.  The financial obligations of your 

congregation do not go on vacation.   
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Going on 200 Years 
This time next year, June 26

th
, we will be celebrating our 200

th
 anniversary as a Christian congregation in this 

community.  In order to do so in a manner befitting the occasion we need your help.  The Church Council has 

begun a conversation about how our celebration will take shape and we have envisioned three basic areas for 

work. 

 We need to gather historical documents, including photos, with one possible outcome being the 

publication of a small booklet sharing our history. 

 A special service of worship on that Sunday to which we would invite special guests including former 

Pastors, ABCCONN staff persons, and members who have moved away. 

 A celebrative catered meal on our grounds (we’re thinking in a large tent) with entertainment. 

 

We would like to make use of the particular gifts of our church family in making this a very special occasion.  If 

you see a place for yourself in these preparations, please contact Council Chair Sam Bentley, or Pastor Michael 

Crane.    

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

The OGHS offering is one of the four special offerings we receive each year in support of the work we do 

together with American Baptist Churches, USA.  We  have already contributed significantly to the funds OGHS 

uses for disaster relief when the earthquake in Haiti occurred.   Since that time there have been countless 

situations around the world and in our own country where help has been needed – floods in Arkansas, tornadoes 

in Minnesota (and elsewhere), wildfires in Arizona.  An offering envelope for this offering which we will 

receive beginning on July 18
th

, is included in this newsletter.  Please give as generously as you can.   

 

 

Congratulations graduates  
 
On May 23, the Booster’s group hosted a special luncheon for our 2010 Graduates.  The following grads were 
honored: 

 Brianna Blank from Westbrook High School.  Brianna heads to University of Rhode Island in the 
Fall 

 Kevin Laing graduates from Valley Regional and will enter University of Hartford in the Fine Arts 
department. 

 Elizabeth Luong will enter Mitchell College following her graduation from Morgan High School 
in Clinton.  

 Matt Morin says goodbye to Old Saybrook High School and starts Middlesex Community College 
to prepare for a career in law enforcement.  

 Ashley Giddix finished Lyndon State College in Vermont graduating to the working class in a job 
in her field of study at a television station in Rye Brook, New York. 

 
Congratulations to all of our graduates.  Please  remember to pray for them as they embark on new paths. 
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Early Religion in New England 
 
Photographer Paul Wainwright will attend a book signing on Saturday July 3 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at 
Essex Books for his new book, A Space for Faith: The Colonial Meetinghouses of New England. 
 
Colonial meetinghouses are an important yet little-known part of New Englandôs religious and civic 
history.  Often built with tax money, they served both as places for worship and for town meetings.  
Few remain as they were, and this book showcases them through elegant black & white photographs 
and essays.  In addition, Paul will demonstrate his wooden large-format camera which was used to 
make the photographs for this book.  For more information, see:  www.aspaceforfaith.com. 

 

 
.  .  . and now for a little housekeeping.  .  . 

 
1.  Surely you have noticed that there have been more than a few Sundays when there have been no 

flowers on the communion table, and you have seen the word “open”  next to the space on the back of 

the bulletin where we list who brought flowers this week and who will bring them next week.  On the 

bulletin board above the piano in Helen Henry Hall you will find the sign up list.  The Flower 

Committee could use a few more members too.  Speak to Christine Logiudice if you would like to help. 

 

2. Maybe you are thinking you could help with coffee hour and  you are waiting for an invitation.  Well, 

this is it! Most people sign up in 2s, but a third person would spread the work around and make the work 

lighter for all.   

 

3. The Monday Night Soup Kitchen is a great way to be involved in a very necessary and effective 

ministry that serves many people in our Shoreline communities.  If you would like to offer to cook or 

help serve, or clean up after the meal, please contact Betsy Bochman.  

 

4. Our Choir and Bell Choir take the summer months off.  But we still have a place for special music in our 

times of worship.  Would you or someone you know like to share a musical gift with the congregation?   

 

 

Think on this: 

 

òHow can I arrange my life so that God can give me away?ó 
- Mark Vincent 

 
heard at ABCCONN Generous Hearts event 

 

 

http://www.aspaceforfaith.com/

