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Red is the Color that Sets My Soul Free 

Red is the color that sets my soul free 

From all my sin and iniquity, 

For my Savior died on Calvary 

And rose on the third day for all men to see. 

 

Thank you O Lord for this Triumphant Day 

For you have shown by your promise my path and my way. 

 

You, Lord, reign above all others, 

and I celebrate on this Easter morn with my sisters and my  

brothers. 

 

Hallelujah! You are my King! 

O Lord, you are the Master that makes my heart sing! 

Thank you, O Lord, for this Day! 

For you alone are the truth and the way. 

by Annelise Tungvaag-McAuley 
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    Spring 2010  ( April / May / June ) 

       “A historic church in a history-filled community, living its faith into the 21st century.” 

On My Mind .  .  . 

 Think of this as a pastoral letter.  The Apostle Paul wrote pastoral letters.  Some of them got included 

in the New Testament.  The Pope writes pastoral letters.  His are called Papal encyclicals which he writes to an 

audience of Bishops.  The bishops then pass the information or teaching contained in these letters to the priests 

who communicate it to the congregations they serve.  I write with the love I read in Paul’s letters and Oh, how 

I’d like to write with the authority of Papal office.  We don’t have bishops, so I write to each of you who read 

this page of the newsletter.   

 Here’s what is on my mind:  As I write this, 8-10 people are gathering at Sam and Sharon Bentley’s 

home where Sam and Lisa Laing (two of our Deacons) are co-leading one of two book groups which have 

formed to read and discuss the book One Month to Live:Thirty Days to a No-Regrets Life by Chris and Kerry 

Shook.  On Sunday mornings Mary Ann Blank has been meeting with an equal sized group at the end of our 

Coffee & .   .   . time.  These two Deacon led groups have brought twice as many people as we have had at 

previous book groups to the discussion.  This is not a bad turnout. In fact I think it a great increase. 

Additionally, some of you have secured a book and are reading on your own.   Our Diaconate and I had hoped 

we would have even more people join in the groups.  We had other Deacons ready to lead groups which 

somehow didn’t materialize. 

 Let me share with you something that I shared with the Middle School Youth who have been preparing 

for baptism.  Because these kids understand technology I suggested to them that they have seen pop up 

messages on their computers that tell them to update their software.  I explained to them that they need to be 

constantly updating the software of their faith in order that they will keep their faith current with the events of 

their lives.  I would be surprised if many of us adults weren’t running faith software that is way out of date.  

One of the best ways to update your faith software is to join in a discussion group like those I’ve mentioned 

above.   

 Reading the Secret Place and having a plan for reading scripture and praying in a time of personal 

devotion is very important, but we must keep in mind that the letters of Paul, the gospels and Psalms and the 

rest of the Bible were not originally read privately by individuals but by groups of people who then talked, 

discussed and sometimes even argued about what was written there.  Reading scripture only by ourselves can be 

dangerous due to our personal biases and prejudices.  Where two or three (or more) are gathered .   .   . Jesus is 

not only present – but he comes to life and teaches us.    

Pastor Michael  



 

Christian Education 

        Winter brought a flurry of opportunities for our Youth!  In February, Matt, Liz, Camille, Lexi, Allen, and 

Elisa attended a youth retreat at Camp Wightman that was hosted by the co-operative youth groups of Noank 

and Poquonnock Baptist Church.  The focus was of the retreat was on The Lord’s Prayer; we looked at several 

different biblical versions, learned a bit of history behind the prayer (did you know that many rabbis had their 

own signature prayer?), examined the meaning of each portion of the prayer, and created our own contemporary 

version.  (Check out this talented 2 year old’s musical rendition of “The Lord’s Prayer” on Youtube.com 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiR-8HFx-lc ) 

 A ski trip organized by Curt Johnson and Pastor Crane (and generously subsidized by the Boosters) to 

Ski Sundown was FUN-tastic!  Liz, Matt, Lexi, Allen, and Elisa were able to attend and were accompanied by 

Curt, Michael, and Valerie. Curt rented a van so everyone could travel together; lessons were taken by all 

except Curt.  By the end of the day, everyone could manage to take the ski lift up and make it down the hill 

without any injuries!   

 Suzy Weeks coordinated the food for “The Annual Walter Lynn Memorial Campership Dinner” held on 

Feb. 20
th

 and was assisted by Christine Loguidice and Betsy Bochman.  Shrimp Scampi and Chicken Marsala 

were the main entrees and numerous delectable desserts tantalized our tastebuds.  To date, approximately $2800 

was raised from the dinner, donations, and pledges – many thanks for your generous support.   

 At the end of March, Talia, Malissa, Camille, Elisa, Lexi, and Allen will have completed a six week 

discipleship class with Pastor Crane.  Among other things, they have interviewed adults in the congregation, 

assisted with Angel Food ministries and the Shoreline Soup Kitchen, visited the Temple Beth El Rodfe Zedek 

Synagogue in Chester, and have been challenged to consider what being a disciple of Christ personally means to 

them.  They have made a decision to be baptized on Easter Sunday during the worship service, so please pray 

for them as they take this next important step in their spiritual journey. 

 Pastor Crane and the Board of Deacons took on the task of organizing the “One Month To Live” book 

study.  A number of different times and days were made available to the congregation; in the end, Mary Ann 

Blank led one group right after the coffee hour, and Sam Bentley and Lisa Laing led a week night study.  Pastor 

Crane preached on the six topics during the morning and evening worship services, and the youth discipleship 

class was also based on many of the concepts from the “One Month to Live” book.   

 Recently, Robin Hawkes was inspired to create a rap for the “Joyful Noise” band; Brianna Blank was 

instrumental in creating the lyrics for the rap which was performed in March by the group. 

 We continue to give thanks for the blessings of our dedicated Sunday School teachers:  Mary Ann 

Blank, Sharon Bentley, Suzy Weeks, Tina Spencer, Kay Friday, and Valerie Crane.  We pray that all of us will 

seek to continue to educate ourselves and others in God’s word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiR-8HFx-lc


 

 

  

 

 

 

        Did You Ever Say  “The Devil Made Me Do It”? 

        If you have ever said that, then you may be interested in a stage 

production of the C.S. Lewis classic The Screwtape Letters.   This 

production is coming to Broadway at The Westside Theatre from April 

15
th

 to May 31.  Tickets range in price from $35 to $55.  Group rates are 

available for groups of 10 or more.  Anyone interested in putting a trip 

together should let the Pastor know so that we could announce it to the 

congregation.   

 

 

A Brunch for Our Graduates 
On May 23rd the Boosters 

will help us honor our graduates with a brunch following worship. 

We will honor:Ashley Giddix – Lyndon State College 

Mathew Morin –Old Saybrook High School 

Brianna Blank – Westbrook High School 

Kevin Laing – Valley Regional High School 

Elizabeth Luong – Morgan High School 

Women’sMinistries
@ FBC in Essex 

LOVEGIFT  Don't you have 
experiences that are so special, 
personal and unexpected that 
you feel especially blessed?  A 
LOVEGIFT box is a tangible way 
to thank God for that blessing.  It 
is a gift above and beyond 
regular tithes or pledges.  
American Baptist Women since 
1932 have kept LOVEGIFT 
boxes on their kitchen 
windowsills or counters as a 
constant reminder and a 
receptacle for change in 
response to God's overwhelming 
mercies.  This money is 
collected by the Missionary 
Society and sent to the United 
Missions of ABCUSA to support 
all its national and international 
ministries. ( We cheerfully accept 
money from men as well).  See 
Kay Friday for a LOVEGIFT box 
today. 

  

BOOSTERS:  Wednesday, April 
7th @ 7:15 pm. A  Penny 
Auction Fundraiser will be held in 
H.H.Hall following a business 
meeting.  Bring one or a few 
 wrapped items for auction.   

 (see calendar pages for May 

and June meeting dates) 

  

MISSIONARY SOCIETY:  
Wednesday, April 14th @  
1:30pm. Meet at the church to 
package Emergency Health Kits. 

(see calendar for May and June 
meeting dates 

Coming Events: 

Boosters Night Out 

6:30 P.M. June 2nd 

Place: To Be Announced 

 

Summer Musicians Sought 

Laurie Ladr is beginning to plan  music for our summer times 

of worship.  If you would like to offer your musical gift, 

please see Laurie to sign up.  Perhaps you have an idea about 

something musical you’d like to see or hear during worship 

this summer.  Your suggestions are always welcome.   



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stabat Mater  

Capella Cantorum will perform the beautiful, emotional Dvorak, Stabat Mater 

on Sunday, April 11, at 3:00 P.M. in John Winthrop Middle School, 1 Winthrop 

Road in Deep River.  Barry Asch will direct the chorus, professional orchestra 

and soloists.  The soloists are Yale Opera Singers.  Tickets are $20, Seniors and 

Students $18.  Call (860) 767-8452 for reservations or information.  You may 

purchase tickets from Capella church member Susan Origlia.   

Flowers for our Sanctuary were provided by: 

Sharon and Sam Bentley in memory of departed family members 

John Blair in memory of his mother Florence Blair 

Betsy Bochman in memory of loved ones 

Dorothy Burgon in memory of George, Donald, Francis and Patricia 

Bertha Deming in memory of Harold Deming, Sr. 

Jean Fisher 

Kay and Don Friday in memory of Alice, Jennie, Sally and Margaret 

Spencer and Liz Hoadley in memory of our Mothers Rae Hoadley and Ruth      

        Pierce 

Karyn Johnson in memory of Sally Selin and Miriam Lehto 

Laurie Ladr  in memory of Elizabeth Tosh 

Gordon Laing in memory of Dorothy Laing 

Christine Logiudice in memory of mum (Lillian) 

Midge Lynn in memory of Jesus 

Marilyn Magnano in memory of Harold and Katherine Latham and Harold Jr 

Annelise Tungvaag-McCauley in memory of Albert Tungvaag 

Evelyne Miller in honor of James and May Miller 

Tracey Morin in celebration of Malissa Morin and Talia Ward 

Ken Morrison and Family in memory of Emma W. Morrison 

Irma Nuhn in memory of Danny Nuhn 

Susan Origlia in memory of Gino and in celebration of Lucas, Alexandre and           

Welcome to the Family 

Annelise Tungvaag-McAuley, Elisa Crane,  Camille Logiudice, Malissa 
Morin, Talia Ward, Alexis Weeks and Allen Weeks will declare their 
intention to follow Jesus in believer’s baptism on Easter Sunday, April 
4th.    



                                                                 

Cõmon Everybody! 

                                                Step out .   .   .   .  

    And Walk to Fight Hunger  

Join us for the CROP/Hunger Walk  

Sunday, May 2 nd at 2 P.M.  

The walk is approximately 3 miles and starts at First Church of Christ in Old Saybrook.  25% 
of the proceeds will be given to The Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Pantries with the remainer 
of the dollars raised to fight hunger globally.  

For more information a nd to learn how you can donate, which companies match your 
donations, etc., log onto www.cropwalkonline.org/oldsaybrookct  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

New DVD in our Library  

Nuclear Tipping Point  

Nuclear Tipping Point is a 
conversation with four men intimately 
involved in American Diplomacy and 
national security over the last four 
decades.  Former Secretary of State 
George Shultz, former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, former 
Secretary of Defense Bill Perry, and 
former Senator Sam Nunn share the 
experiences that led them to write 
two Wall Street Journal op eds in 
support of a world free of nuclear 
weapons and the steps needed to 
get there.  Their efforts reframed the 
global debate on nuclear issues and, 
according to the New York Times, 
ñsent shock waves through the global 
policy establishment.ò  The film is 
introduced by Gen. Colin Powell. 

 

 

 

Easter Sunrise Service at 

RiverviewCemetery at 6:15 A.M.  

East Breakfast at 7:00 A.M. in Helen 

Henry Hall. 

Worship including baptism and 

communion at 10:00 A.M. in the 

sanctuary.  

Easter 

Schedule  

Of  

Events 

 

http://www.cropwalkonline.org/oldsaybrookct


Pray for Your Mother 

              Mom and Dad were watching TV when Mom said, "I'm tired, and it's 

getting late. I think I'll go to bed".  She went to the kitchen to make sandwiches for 

the next day's lunches. Rinsed out the popcorn bowls, took meat out of the freezer 

for supper the following evening, checked the cereal box levels, filled the sugar 

container, put spoons and bowls on the table and started the coffee pot for brewing 

the next morning. She then put some wet clothes in the dryer, put a load of clothes 

into the washer , ironed a shirt and secured a loose button. She picked up the game 

pieces left on the table, put the phone back on the charger and put the telephone 

book into the drawer.. She watered the plants, emptied a wastebasket and hung up 

a towel to dry.  She yawned and stretched and headed for the bedroom. She 

stopped by the desk, wrote a note to the teacher, counted out some cash for the 

field trip, and pulled a text book out from hiding under the chair.  She signed a 

birthday card for a friend, addressed and stamped the envelope and wrote a quick 

note for the grocery store. She put both near her purse.  

 

       Mom then washed her face with 3 in 1 cleanser, put on her Night solution & 

age fighting moisturizer, brushed and flossed her teeth and filed her nails..  

     

       Dad called out, "I thought you were going to bed."  "I'm on my way," she said.  

She put some water into the dog's dish then made sure the doors were locked and 

the patio light was on.  She looked in on each of the kids and turned out their 

bedside lamps and TV's , hung up a shirt, threw some dirty socks into the hamper, 

and had a brief conversation with the one up still doing homework. In her own 

room, she set the alarm; laid out clothing for the next day, straightened up the shoe 

rack.. She added three things to her 6 most important things to do list. She said her 

prayers, and visualized the accomplishment of her goals.  

       About that time, Dad turned off the TV and announced to no one in particular. 

"I'm going to bed"   And he did..without another thought.  

 

       Anything extraordinary here? Wonder why women live longer...?  Cause they 

are made for the long haul....(and they can't die sooner, they still have things to 

do!)  

  

This comes from an email with no attributed author that many of you may have seen, but as 

we approach Mother’s Day it doesn’t hurt to review Mom’s never ending job description. 
 

 


